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MAKE IT WORK? 
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S. Daukanto 28, Small Hall, 

Vytautas Magnus University,  

Kaunas, Lithuania 

 

The history of the European Union began with integration of European countries in 

energy and industry sectors – the European Coal and Steel Community and later – 

EURATOM. Even though the initial stages of the European integration have been focused on 

energy, but over time energy sector has lost its leading role in the process of European 

integration, allowing for other policies to dominate European political agenda.  

However, global environmental challenges, such as climate change, mobilised the 

European Union to steer its policy towards a cleaner and more efficient usage of energy. High 

dependency on external suppliers of oil and natural gas combined with their high prices and 

decreasing reliability of supply, due to conflicts between energy suppliers and transit states, 

forced the European Union to move towards a closer cooperation and deeper integration in 

the field of energy. With the proposal to form Common Energy Policy of the European 

Union, the energy sector was officially back on the top of European political agenda. In 

February 2015, European Commission went even further and proposed the most ambitious 

energy integration project yet – the Energy Union.  

The initiative was set out to engage in five priority fields:  

 

 Energy security, solidarity and trust; 

 A fully integrated European energy market; 

 Energy efficiency contributing to moderation of demand; 

 Decarbonisation of the economy; 

 Research, innovation and competitiveness. 
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One might argue that Europe does not need a more integrated energy sector, 

therefore, it is of crucial importance to discuss the necessity of the Energy Union: what 

energy security challenges it might solve (political, economic, technologic and environmental 

of global and regional scale)? The discussions on necessity of the Energy Union would be 

incomplete without considering how the EU could make it work. In this context, it is worth to 

review the most important decisions EU has to make in order to transform the idea into a 

well-functioning policy. First of all, what kind of political decisions are necessary? Secondly, 

what regulatory mechanisms should be put in place? Finally, how should European Union 

proceed in upgrading its energy networks? 

 

27 JANUARY (WEDNESDAY) 

 

14:00-14:30 Opening of the conference, welcome speeches: 

Linas Linkevičius, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Lithuania; 

Prof. Juozas Augutis, Rector of Vytautas Magnus University, Head of the Energy 

Security Research Centre at Vytautas Magnus University; 

Elisabeth Bauer, Head of the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung for the Baltic States and 

Scandinavia;  

 

14:30-15:00 Keynote address: Together Stronger in Energy Security  

Rokas Masiulis,  Minister of Energy of the Republic of Lithuania. 
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15:00-16:30 First panel: Why Europe Needs Energy Union? 

 

The Energy Union is a subject of discussions among representatives of EU’s members 

as well as academics and researchers. Within those discussions three key questions are 

dominating the debate. Firstly, why does EU need Energy Union? Secondly, what challenges 

this initiative will face? Finally, what implications it will have on global energy markets?  

 

Chair:  

Dr. Giedrius Česnakas, Vice-Dean at the Faculty of Political Science and Diplomacy, 

Vytautas Magnus University; 

 

Speakers: 

Mehmet Kinaci, NATO HQ Supreme Allied Command Transformation, Strategic 

Plans and Policy Directorate, Strategic Analysis Branch, Strategic Analyst; 

Dr. Andris Sprūds (TBC), the Director of the Latvian Institute of International 

Affairs; 

Dr. Filip Černoch, Head of Centre for Energy Studies, Department of International 

Relations and European Studies, Faculty of Social Studies, Masaryk University; 

Kęstutis Kudzmanas, Ambassador at Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 

Lithuania; 

 

16:30-17:00 Coffee break  
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17:00-18:30 Second panel: How to Make European Energy Union Work? 

 

Creation of the Energy Union will undoubtedly face various difficulties. Attempts by 

the EU member states to preserve their autonomy in national energy policy formation can be 

one of them. Therefore, it is crucial to discuss the following questions. What role should be 

granted to the European Commission? Should the EU negotiate with third parties on the 

behalf of the whole Union or this power should be left in the hands of member states? Who 

could be the strongest opponents to the key principles of Energy Union?  

 

Chair:  

To be added; 

 

Speakers: 

Juris Ozolins, Independent Energy Expert; 

Andrius Šimkus, Gas Expert at Energy Community Secretariat; 

Prof. Alan Riley, Marie Curie Senior Fellow and Associate with the Geopolitics of Energy 

Project at the Harvard's Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs; 

Dr. Andrey Belyy, Senior Researcher at Institute of Political Science, Tartu University; 

 

  



 

5 

 

 

28 JANUARY (THURSDAY) 

 

9:00-10:30 Third panel: Energy Islands No More: the Process of Integration of 

Baltic and Central European States into European Energy Market 

 

The EU is moving towards greater integration in energy sector and provides political 

and financial support for interconnection projects in the Baltic and the Central European 

regions to ensure free flow of energy between its member states. At the same time, 

integration has some financial burdens for consumers. In this context, the effect of integration 

of energy infrastructure, economic viability of investments and economic effect on energy 

prices and security is an important topic for discussions. How can Baltic and Central 

European regions achieve energy security through integration and what are the costs? 

 

Chair:  

Justinas Juozaitis, Junior Researcher at the Energy Security Research Centre of Vytautas 

Magnus University; 

 

Speakers:  

Romas Švedas, Lecturer at Vilnius University, Institute of International Relations and 

Political Science, former Vice-Minister of Energy of the Republic of Lithuania; 

Martin Jirušek, Department of International Relations and European Studies, Faculty 

of Social Studies, Masaryk University; 

Prof. Arūnas Molis, Lecturer at the Faculty of Political Science and Diplomacy, 

Vytautas Magnus University; 

 

10:30-11:00 Coffee break 
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11:00-12:30 Fourth panel: Impact of Global Processes on Energy Security of the 

European Union: Technological and Geopolitical Implications  

 

Energy Security of the European Union and prospects of the Energy Union depend on 

the processes in global energy system. The shale revolution had serious consequences for 

both energy consuming and energy producing countries. Shale gas allows liberalizing energy 

markets and moving forward with creation of global natural gas market. However, it seems 

that traditional oil and gas producers are in less favourable conditions and this decreased oil 

and gas price and strengthened bargaining conditions of energy importing countries, but 

increasing consumption of energy in the emerging markets might indicate that this is only 

short-term change, or is it? Hence, it is crucial to ask: is it economically viable to extract 

resources in the Arctic? How energy imports to the European Union will change in the 

future? Will we see new trends in EU’s energy dependency? 

New technologies changes the whole energy sector radically and allows moving to the 

new quality levels of energy production and consumption, at the same time allowing to think 

about energy security in different terms. As an example, renewable energy is considered to be 

“local” energy, and this directly has significant impact on energy security. An increase of 

consumption of “local” energy decreases dependency on the importers and may increase 

energy security. At the same time, increasing production of competitive renewable energy 

allows to deal with climate warming and other environmental issues. Hence, what role 

renewable resources will play in European energy system? How they will affect energy 

security? What challenges they might create for various interest groups? 

 

Chair:  

 

Linas Kojala, Researcher at the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung Office in Lithuania and 

Researcher at the Eastern European Studies Centre. 

 

Speakers: 

Zuzanna Nowak, an Analyst of the Energy Project at the Polish Institute of 

International Affairs; 
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Martynas Nagevičius, President of the Lithuanian Confederation of Renewable 

Resources; 

Dr. Tomáš Vlček, Assistant Professor, Energy Security Studies Program, Department 

of International Relations and European Studies, Faculty of Social Studies, Masaryk 

University; 

To be added; 

 

12:30-13:00 Coffee 

 

 


